This impressive owl usually only appears in
Minnesota during the winter when some leave their
nesting grounds on the tundra, perhaps coming south
_ in search of food. They are large birds, 24" tall with
-~ a 52" wingspan. Juveniles and females often have
N . heavy dark banding while mature males can be
~ almost pure white.
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bits.” Many hours after
each meal they cough up a
neat pellet of bones and fur,

which helps us figure out
what they're eating!

Long & Short-
eared Owls

owls are rarely
seen. The Long-eared (below left) is slimmer
and smaller than a Great Horned and prefers
dense woods and evergreens near open Some owls
areas. The Short-eared (below middle) nests .
on the ground in prairies and open fields and don’t even need to
is especially vulnerable to habitat loss. see their prey to

catch it ... they can
hunt by sound

Boreal
Owl

Just 10" tall this owl

of boreal forests is rarely
seen. They have big heads
for their size and prefer —
to nest in old woodpecker

holes. Besides mice,

these little owls also hunt

insects and bats.
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